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CHANGE IN JAPANESE TSUNAMI DISASTER PREVENTION MEASURES
SINCE MEIJI-ERA

Chise NISHIWAKI, Makoto OKUMURA, Katsuya HIRANO

After the Meiji era, the Sanriku area had been hit by tsunamis in 1896, 1933 and 1960, and the necessity
of tsunami disaster prevention measures was discussed and different measures were taken. The purpose of
this study is to summarize the changes in these tsunami disaster prevention measures from the viewpoint
of the changes in policy objectives due to the changes in policy actors. In the Meiji era (1868-1912), the
land adjacent to the coast was owned individually by the owners of fishing communities, rice paddies, salt
paddies, etc. Later, with the establishment of public facilities such as roads and railroads, and the increase
of land for development of ports and factories for industrial policy, the prefectural government took the
lead in promoting disaster prevention measures. It is pointed out that this increased the scale of the measures,
but also limited the contents of the measures due to the balance with municipalities with smaller tsunami
risks.



