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Economic Evaluation of Undergrounding and Utility Pole Removal Projects:
Comparative Analysis of Taxes and Donations by CVM for Tokyo Metropolitan Gov-
ernment

Yushi KUNUGI and Toshi H. Arimura

In recent years, the merits of undergrounding and utility pole removal projects is attracting attention.
However, it is difficult to promote the project due to the large costs involved. In this study, we analyzed
people's evaluation of the project in order to discuss how to raise financial resources for the project. First,
we surveyed the willingness-to-pay (WTP) of people living in Tokyo using the Contingent Valuation
Method (CVM). The results of the analysis shows that the evaluation of the project using tax money was
higher than that using donations. In addition, the results showed that people's evaluation of underground-

ing projects may be affected by the status of the projects in their place of residence and information on the
damage caused by the earthquake.
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