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politically correct conforming or adhering to what is regarded as or-
thodox liberal opinion on matters of sexuality, race, etc.: usually used



disparagingly to connote dogmatism, excessive sensitivity to minority
causes, etc. (Webster’ s New World College Dictionary, Fourth
Edition)
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“Political Correctness” is a label slapped on an enormous range of
liberal views — from environmentalism to multiculturalism to abortion
rights(Wilson, 1995)
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It is, rather, the way in which (conservatives allege) liberals and radi-
cals hold and act on their beliefs: namely, narrowly, dogmatically,
unfairly, intolerantly, self-righteously, and oppressively(Cummings,
2001)
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Psychological Research on Politital Correctness in Japan
Masato KATO, Yuichiro KAWABATA and Satoshi FUJII

In civil engineering planning and public policy, dialectical discussions need to be repeated under the
condition that freedom of speech is guaranteed. However, "political correctness(PC)", the concept of so-
cial psychological phenomena, may hinder them. In this research, we define a PC as “a criterion of value
that is socially recognized as not necessarily justified in principle, but as correct in the age, which is used
to impose on others”. In order to understand the basic characteristics of PC, we conducted a questionnaire
survey.

As a result of the analysis, "people who prefer to logical and abstract thinking", "people who are con-
tumelious and non-autistic", "people who have a strong belief in a just world", and "people who do not
have their own thoughts" tend to impose PC on others. It was also suggested that people who graduate
from university or above have lower “PC-score”, and there was no difference in the “PC-score” depend-
ing on the income.

16



