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ANALYSIS OF TRANSITION OF TRAVEL PATTERNS INCLUDING ORDER OF
VISITING DESTINATIONS BY FOREIGN TOURISTS IN JAPAN
-FOCUSING ON THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS

TO REGIONAL AIRPORTS-

Takeshi TEMMOKU, Tetsuo SHIMIZU and Yuki OHIRA

In this study, travel patterns of foreign visitors in Japan were typified by considering the order of their
visiting destinations, and the changes in the patterns were examined. We used a clustering method based
on the sequence alignment method as a typification method considering the order. This is a hierarchical
clustering method that expresses the touring behavior of foreign visitors to Japan as character strings, and
uses an index that reflects the distance in space to the concept of editing distance associated with editing
operations as a dissimilarity index. By applying this method to Foreign-Flow Data, we were able to check
the changes in the circulation patterns and the availability of international flights, and confirmed that the
circulation patterns changed in accordance with the changes in the availability of flights. Koreans mainly
visit single prefectures, a trend that has become more pronounced with the launch of LCC flights. For
Taiwanese and Hong Kong visitors, a tendency to concentrate on the prefecture where the airport is locat-
ed as well as neighboring prefectures was confirmed in some cases as a result of the launch and increase

of flights.



