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SPACE AND MOBILITY DISPARITY OF THE SENIOR CITIZEN
Shota KAWAKAMI, Hiroshi SUGITA, Jun MORIO and Tetsuo MORITA

The share of senior citizens (to total population) in Japan, 28 4%, is at the world’s highest level, and the number is still growing
significantly. “Senior citizens” have become increasingly diverse. Some have a job and are as active as younger age groups, While
some have difficulties going outside: their mobility needs seem to be in a similar situation: some go to work, and some go out for
daily errands such as hospital visit, shopping, etc. Physically healthy senior citizens who hold driver’s license and drive around
themselves, may not have a major problem, while those without driver’s license tend to depend on public transportation. Thus,
the service level of public transportation could be a serious mobility issue: for those without driver’s license may suffer in running
daily errands, enjoying leisure opportunities, etc. in areas with limited public transportation service.

This study tries to obtain fundamental ideas to provide mohility conditions for senior citizens to live well based on the travel
behavior data of the elderly from the Tokyo Metropolitan Area PT Survey results. Then, it cross-analyzes the individual charac-
teristics such as gender, age, possession of drivers’ license, etc. and local characteristics of their residence in order to recognize
their travel behavior. At last, it examines factors that cause disparity in mobility for senior citizens.



