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PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALE MEASURING PREFERENCE FOR CENTRAL AREAS
: BASED ON THE INTERREGIONAL SURVEY OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Teppei MIZOGUCHI, Ayako TANIGUCHI

The decline of central areas and the necessity of those revitalization have long been pointed out. Central
areas are regarded as the “grand occasions” that provide various additional services such as the expectation
of good things to happen. This study was conducted to develop a psychological scale measuring preference
for central areas as the degree of attraction to such additional services, and to clarify the determinants of
preference for central areas through covariance structure analysis using the scale and existing ones. Main
results revealed the following. 1) Preference for central areas is composed of four elements: "spiritual sat-
isfaction in central areas", "attachment to central areas", "desire for continuance of central areas”, and
"Evaluation of convenience of central areas”. 2) Those who are sensitive to fashion and dressing up and
who like shopping have higher preference for central areas. 3) Those who have high sense of autistic and
alienation from region and who grew up in households where they only used cars during their childhood

have lower preference for central areas.
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