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Cases and Possibilities of Utilizing Existing Rail Track Infrastruc-

ture-Focusing on Cases of Hokuriku

Discussions on the abolition of local railways that continue in various places. Among them, in some areas including Hokuriku,
in recent years, there have been cases where railways have survived the abolition debate and have become LRT. In this paper,
we first focus on the Manyosen Railway, Echizen Railway, and Fukui Railway, and what are the characteristics of such local
railways, and what kind of process is followed to reach the result of survival, or LRT. Investigate whether the result of conver-
sion has been reached. In particular, we will focus on how scientific analysis and evaluation in consensus building were involved,
and how academia was involved. By doing so, we will examine what is necessary for local railways to overcome the abolition
debate, move toward advanced measures such as LRT, and for local railways to correctly recognize their value.



