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A statistical analysis of the reorganization and/or enhancement of public facilities in the
merged local cities

Hiroyuki TSUBOI, Hajime INAMURA and Satoshi INOUE

This paper compares the reorganization of public facilities in merged local cities with population less
than 100,000 with the similar sized non-merged cities. The merged cities enriched their public facilities by
relying on special merger bonds. The reorganization and enhancement of public services were implemented
using low-cost methods such as libraries in vacant spaces of merged public buildings and/or public
gymnasiums in closed school facilities. Result showed that to reorganize public facilities, and to maintain
and improve residents' services, it is necessary for cities to establish a system that considers joint use and
transfer of facilities between the national government, prefectures, and private companies, with due
consideration to the community and convenience of the old municipalities, and towards planning the
effective use of facilities owned by institutions other than the city through compounding or reusing the
facilities. Furthermore, it is important to reorganize the public facilities and living spheres together in
anticipation of medium- to long-term population decline.
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