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Theory and possibility of public-private vertical separation to enable railway construc-
tion and operation contributing to urban policy

Yoichi KANAYAMA

In Japan, railway development that contributes to strengthening international competitiveness is im-
portant in metropolitan areas, and in local cities, measures that position railway as the axis of public
transportation are extremely important in the compact city policy.

The construction and operation scheme of the railway is basically private sector-led, so it has been very
successful in large cities. On the other hand, construction is difficult due to the progress of urbanization
and the coexistence of many railway operators. Also, in regional cities, operation services such as opera-
tion frequency are not high due to severe management conditions, and there is a mismatch with the ser-
vice level required by the city.

These issues should be resolved immediately. Organize and develop the contents of the basic idea of
the public-private sharing type vertical separation method proposed by the author that contributed to the
establishment of Act on Enhancement of Convenience of Urban Railways, etc., The idea and possibility
to cope with different issues in local cities are shown.



