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Long-term Port Development and Issues in Asia

Yuka HORI, Satoshi INOUE and Hajime INAMURA

Asian countries have continued to make remarkable economic development, but there is a big difference in development stage
among the countries. This study aims to analyze port development in leading Asian countries and to obtain lessons for future port
development especially in countries catching them up. Therefore, from a long-term perspective across the Asian region, a multi-
faceted analysis was conducted, such as upgrading process of economic structure, difference between port planning and actual
situation, and trunk line container services after terminal opening. The main conclusions are as follows. (1) When forecasting
container throughput for countries where the trade structure is led by export of processed goods and consumer goods, it is neces-
sary to consider the characteristics of the trade structure in addition to GDP. (2) As a case of new port development, Laem Cha-
bang Port in Thailand and Cai Mep Port in Vietnam were analyzed with respect to their development plans and what actually
happened, finding key factors affecting smooth port development, transfer of main port function from existing ports and coordi-
nated functional sharing with existing ports. The implementation of related projects such as roads, development of the surround-
ing area, and also the creation of a port management system was confirmed to have a major impact. (3) Also analyzed was Si-
hanoukville Portin Cambodia as a case of expansion of existing port, clarifying the importance of improving terminal productivity

and developing access roads and railways.
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