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What are the Roles of Agricultural Cooperatives and Local Wholesalers in Sustaining
Vegetable Farmers? : Current Situation in Nagano Prefecture

Makoto HOSOO

This research focuses on the relation between vegetable farmers, agricultural cooperatives and local
wholesalers and on the roles in sustaining the number of vegetable farmers and vegetable production level

in Nagano prefecture. The major conclusions obtained are as follows.
but the production items are changing in response to
changes in producers and markets (such as zucchini).
but it is supported by agricultural cooperatives and local wholesale busi-
the wholesalers have made efforts to provide agricul-

bles produced in Nagano prefecture is stable,

items of agricultural products,

ness. (3) In order to maintain its sales volume,

tural products with the value that producers cannot create by themselves through the market,

support of producers.

Key Words: Wholesale market,

(1)While the volume of vegeta-

(2)Wide area marketing is necessary for changing

Agricultural Cooperative,

leading the

Vegetable, Retailer,



