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LOCATION CHARACTERISTICS OF WATER GODS TO PREVENT DEBRIS FLOW
DISASTERS

Ayumu SAKURADA, Koji NISHIYAMA and Satoquo SEINO

Water gods are worshiped in flood and debris flow areas. Although there are many reports on the loca-
tion of water gods in middle and downstream basin, it is found that water gods are also enshrined in up-
stream areas influenced by debris flow disasters. In recent years, heavy rainfall often caused debris flow

in mountain streams.

In this study, our study investigated the location characteristics of water gods in Toho-Village, Fukuo-

ka-Prefecture and surrounding areas damaged by heavy rainfall on 5 July 2017.

We conducted field surveys to identify position coordinates of water gods from October 2018 to Feb-
ruary 2019. Also, we interviewed local residents in Toho-Village to understand the role of water gods on

January 29 and February 20, 2019.

The result showed that 12 of 15 water gods were located along the mountain streams, and 13 water
gods existed in debris flow disaster warning areas or disaster dangerous sites. However, 10 water gods
flowed away due to heavy rainfall. Moreover, from the information about 3 water gods obtained by the
interview from local residents, it was discovered that water gods in Tsudumihigashi and Kamatoko were
related to floods. In conclusion, it is considered that water gods can be useful as a monument of debris

flow disasters.
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