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The prime illustration is Japan, which since the 1980s has tried
to build its way out of stagnation. The country now boasts per-
haps the world’s most spectacular suspension bridges, maglev
trains, elevated highways and man-made islands, but the cost
was trillions of yen of debt (now 230% of GDP) and no better
growth. Nor could a mono-rail save Detroit. Projects make
economic sense only to the extent they clear rigorous cost-
benefit tests.  (1980FA VLA, (I DIHHL &9 &
L CETZAARD—FEOEF. BIE, HRTRD
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Gasoline prices have fallen more than 40 percent since the end
of June thanks to the collapse of global oil prices. That makes
this the perfect time for Congress to overcome its longstanding
terror of offending the nation’s motorists and raise the tax on
gasoline and diesel fuel. The results could only be beneficial:
for the nation” s roads, bridges and transit systems, which bad-
ly need repair; for the budget; and, to the extent that higher tax-
es encourage greater fuel efficiency, for the climate. (%>
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To create jobs now while laying a foundation for future growth,
the economy needs a broader jobs agenda, like the one pro-
posed last year by President Obama, including government
spending for public works, aid to state and lo-cal governments
and an infrastructure bank. (RO BCR IR 72 2 [E] 6D
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF PRESS COVERAGE ON PUBLIC WORKS IN
JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES

Taiga SAKAMOTO, Kousuke TANAKA, Shintaro TERABE, Hideki YAGINUMA
and Nang KANG

In Japan, the budget of public works tends to be decreasing,however the other developed countries such
as United States have been increasing the budget for public works. The budget reduction is considered to
be caused by mass media. Therefore, we analyzed the newspaper coverage of Japan and the United States.
As a result, it became clear that Japan is negatively reporting public works. Moreover, since the image
forming is also influenced by mass media, we analyzed the leading article of newspaper with the United
States which has the same liberal democracy system. And then, it is found that Japanese people tended to

report public works negatively.



