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THE CAUSAL EFFECT OF LOCAL FOODS COMPETITION TO
THE NUMBER OF VISITORS

Kenya ARITA, Shintaro TERABE, Hideki YAGINUMA,
Kosuke TANAKA and Nan KANG

In recent years, local cities have experience problems with declining economic power due to sub-
urbanization and a reduction of urban functions. One approach to revitalizing local cities, local foods
as tourism attractions, has recently attracted much attention. Using the causal model method, this re-
search aimed to analyze the connection between a local foods event, the B-1 Grand Prix, and attract-
ing tourists. We found that the local foods theme has the potential to positively influence and in-
crease the number of visitors. In particular, the results suggested that improvements in publicity,
such as newspaper coverage, online evaluations, and announcements by stores offering local foods,

contribute to an increase in the number of visitors.



