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THE RELATION BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATION OF CITY IMAGE
IN A COGNITIVE MAP AND SELF-IDENTITY

Takuya MANABE and Nobuhiko MATSUMURA

The present research examines the relation between the representation of city image in a cognitive map
and self-identity. Using university students residing in Matsuyama City as subjects, the elements composing
the cognitive map of a city image were classified into the following three groups: "various cognitive groups
for urban areas," "objective cognitive group," and "local cognitive group for the campus area." The con-
nections of these with the four following concepts related to self-identity are clarified: "interpersonal iden-
tity," "psychosocial identity," "role experimentation - role fixation," and "negative identity." Further, when
covariance structure analysis was used to create a model that included indices for daily activities and re-
gional attachment, it was seen that the following influence the formation of self-identity, namely: cognition
of elements such as the Ogaido and Gintengai shopping districts as well as local elements such as individual
stores; and regional attachment such as daily activities, preferences, feelings, and lasting desires associated
with a large area not restricted to central Matsuyama City.



