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A HISTORICAL STUDY ON RIVER LANDSCAPE OF SHIBUYAGAWA AND
FURUKAWA RIVER SYSTEM
FOR THE RIVER IMPROVEMENT MASTER PLAN

Shifumi MIZUTA, Hitoshi MIYMOTO and Daisuke KAMIY A

This paper analyzed historical changes of river landscape in Shibuyagawa and Furukawa Rivers, a typ-
ical urban river system in the metropolitan Tokyo, in order to take its historical contents into the river im-
provement master plan effectively. Currently, Shibuyagawa River, the upstream part of the river system,
is densely populated with buildings, while Furukawa River, the downstream part, is covered with the
Metropolitan Expressway, resulting in very different river landscapes despite a single river system. The
changes of the river landscapes were summarized and analyzed historically with the following points of
view, i.e., the flood control, water utilization, water amenity, and flood and other disasters in the river
system. The results showed that Shibuyagawa River had a historical characteristic of a suburban river
starting from a rural landscape in Edo era, while Furukawa River was found to be an urban river running
through an urban area developed earlier such as Daimyo Yashiki and ship transportation.



