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Pedestrian—Driver Communication and Effects of Driver Yielding Gesture

Nobuhiro YANO and Kenji MORI

This study examined pedestrian—driver communications, especially the effects of driver yielding ges-
ture on pedestrian decisions for road crossing. Interview survey results revealed that pedestrians used
driver signs given to them as important information for the decision to begin crossing. Field experiment
results suggest that if drivers make a hand gesture to promote crossing by pedestrians, pedestrians can
make a decision to begin crossing more quickly, reducing the time lost by both pedestrians and drivers.
Driver motivation to yield to pedestrians and to improve pedestrian opportunities and safety when cross-
ing roads at crosswalks without signals might be raised by facilitating pedestrian—driver communications

using gestures.



