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DISCUSSION ON THE CHANGES IN THE MIGRATION AMONG PREFECTURES

Shota KAWAKAMI, Hiroto EBIHARA, Jun MORIO, Keisuke TANAKA

Since the Meiji Era, population has been flowing from rural areas to Tokyo Metropolitan Area consist-
ently in Japan. The excessive concentration of people, goods, and capital in Tokyo has been a major sub-
ject of discussion and multiple issues have been identified: vulnerability against disaster risks, etc., di-
minished international competitiveness due to expensive costs (i.e. high land value, etc.), declined rural
areas outside Tokyo. Countermeasures against overconcentration in Tokyo Area such as establishing bal-
anced polycentric land through the Comprehensive National Development Plan were addressed, and the
topic of decentralization of authority, that is, relocating capital function and forming regional government,
etc. has been actively discussed. However, phenomenon of population inflow and excessive concentration

to Tokyo Area still continues.

Using the data of population migration among prefectures by gender and by age- hierarchy from the
National Population Census, this paper aims to examine the tendencies in migration by age hierarchy and
by the times, while examining influencing factors on transitions in migration.



