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A STUDY ON POPULATION OF MARKET AREA AND
LOCATION TRENDS OF LARGE-SCALE GROCERY STORES FOCUSING ON
URBAN INDUCTION ZONES

Shuhei ASANO and Akinori MORIMOTO

Upon the amendment of Act on Special Measures concerning Urban Reconstruction in 2014, Site Location Opti-
mization Plan aiming to actualize compact cities are being formalized in various parts of Japan. In this, the perti-
nence of Site Location Optimization Plan is of concern as the project is not completely enforced. Therefore, this
research focuses on a large scale grocery stores within Utsunomiya city of Tochigi Prefecture to grasp the trend of
location, withdrawal of stores within and outside the Urban Function Induction Zones, and transition of the market
area population. Thus, this study aims to examine the suitability of the designated Urban Function Induction Zones.
Here, the analysis outlined that the withdrawals of grocery stores from the Urban Function Induction Zones have
not occurred since 2000 and demonstrated that relatively large stores are located within these areas. Moreover, it is
seen that the market area of the Urban Function Induction Zones is expanding, in particular on the east side of the

city.



