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A STUDY ON THE SCALE OF THE AREA ALONG RAILWAY LINES
AND THE USE OF RAILWAY IN THE RURAL AREA.

Tsubasa KURASHIGE, Yoshihide NAKAGAWA

Due to the decreasing of the population and the increasing in depopulated area, the
management of railway line in rural area has become extremely severe. Besides abandoned
lines, the publication of lines that difficult to maintain has become serious situation at
present. While the utilization of railways and stations in rural areas have become an
important factor in urban degeneracy and consolidation in the era of depopulation. If the
municipality considers railways as a formation of compact city and regional network, the
community side also needs to aim for urban structure that promotes the use of railway.
Therefore, in order to maintain the railways and utilization of station surroundings,
investigations on the relationship between the uses of railways and the areas along need to
be emphasized. This study focuses on the scale of the area along railway lines, and aims at
analyzing the relationship between railway utilization and the scale of the area along
railway lines. By clarifying the features of “station with high-usage” and “station with
low-usage” in rural areas, as well as exploring the factors of customer attraction, the
re-planning of stations and the formation of compact city by the municipality will be
promoted.



