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EVALUATION OF THE SOCIOECONOMIC EFFECTS AROUND STATIONS
FOLLOWING THE NAGANO SHINKANSEN DEVELOPMENT IN JAPAN

Hirohisa FUYAMA, Shintaro TERABE, Hideki YAGINUMA, Nan KANG and Jun MORIO

Japan’s High-Speed Rail service, Shinkansen, began operations in 1964. Since then, France, Italy, Germany, Spain,

China, Korea, Taiwan, and the United States have initiated and continued to invest in this environmentally sustainable
mode of intercity travel. As part of the Hokuriku Shinkansen, the Nagano Shinkansen began operations in 1997 and
connects Gunma to the Nagano Prefecture (the center of Japan’s four major islands). This relatively recent service

extended the existing Shinkansen service approximately 120 km and added five new stations.

The purpose of this study is to survey the social and economic changes around new stations of Nagano Shinkansen

and compare with existing conventional railway stations. Changes in intercity travel time and mode share of intercity

have influenced every aspect of our society. The results of this research will enhance broader urban planning, both

for future Shinkansen extensions in Japan and for new high-speed rail developments in other countries.



