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Image Evaluation of Local Cities and Young People's Residential Behavior

Decline of local cities due to the outflow of working-age population (especially young people) in Japan has become a
serious social problem. One of the reasons is that attractive town planning has not been done in local cities. Targeting
young people and middle-aged as well as elderly in local cities, the purpose of this study is to evaluate images of both
city centers area and suburbs and to examine the influence of the images on people’s current residential duration and
future settlement intention in local cities. With such efforts, this research attempts to accumulate scientific knowledge
leading to promotion of settlement in local cities. To this end, a questionnaire survey was conducted to residents in Hi-
roshima Prefecture in November and December, 2016. As a result of statistial modeling analyses, it is found that, (1) as
for middle-aged and elder residents, there is a negative relationship between image evaluation of suburbs (comfort of
suburbs and spatiality of city center) and residential duration, and between harmony of suburbs and future intention,
respectively; (2) in the case of young people, their evaluations about beauty and recurrence of suburbs are positively
associated with their current residential duration and beauty of suburbs is further negatively influential to future inten-
tion. Thus, it is obvious that image of suburbs is more influential to people’s residential behavior and future intention.
This further implies that suburbs play an important role in future revitalization of local cities.



