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The Empirical Study of African Urbanization Process: Focusing on Land Tenure and
Building Control in Nairobi’s Informal Settlements.

Haruka ONO

Africa’s cities are growing fast but urban planning has been poorly functioning. Urban population has
little choice but to find housing in informal settlements, which are developed outside of governmentally
controlled urban planning. Now informal settlements are major dynamics of African urbanization.

To understand African Urbanization Process, this study aims to clarify the process of land tenure and
building control in informal settlements, using survey data from Nairobi, Kenya.

We found out that pseudo customary space management by local residents, pseudo formal space man-
agement by private developers and formal space management by governments develop urban areas, coex-
isting and interacting.
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