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CAPTURING FOREIGN TOURIST INTEREST BY SMARTPHONE
APPLICATIONS

Masaya YAMAMORI and Yasunori MUROMACHI

Recently the rapid growth of the number of foreign tourists stimulated national and regional economy
in Japan. So it is important to capture their interests precisely for further promoting tourism-based urban
planning. In this research, first, 1 captured real foreign tourist interest by collecting photos, as well as
comments and GPS data with smartphone applications. Second, | studied the way to capture their inter-

ests without checking each photo directly.

According to the analytical results, we found that, first, the response rates were about 70 percent of the
samples after the installations, so the use of smartphone applications for capturing foreign tourist interest
is promising. Second, the image of the photo whose angle of elevation is over 100 degrees could be cate-
gorized into the category of Buildings and Temples automatically.
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