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STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS AND TIME SERIES CHANGES IN JAPAN
AND ASEAN CONTAINER SERVICES

Keisuke OGISO, Satoshi INOUE and Hitoshi IEDA

Trade between Japan and ASEAN has been expanding with the rapid economic development of
ASEAN countries. Over the past 20 years, 2000 to 2010, it has grown by about 1.6 times in trade amount
and about 1.5 times in container traffic. As it is expected to continue growing in the coming years, it is
considered essential to strengthen container shipping networks between Japan and ASEAN and improve
their services. This study analyzed 1) structure of container shipping networks and their changes between
1993 and 2013, 2) time-series changes of main vessel services at major ports in Japan, and 3) feeder ser-
vices and utilization at local ports. It revealed that while container shipping networks have been greatly
developed, the service level was not necessarily improved from Japanese shippers’ viewpoint, due mainly
to increase in calling at Chinese ports on route. Also it found that differences in service level between
feeder services at local ports and main vessel services at major ports have some effects on selection of lo-

cal ports.

Key Words : ASEAN, Conatiner shipping network, Main vessel and Feeder service, Time series change
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