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STUDY ON RESIDENCE AND TRAVEL BEHAVIOR
OF FARMERS IN SHRINKING CITIES

Takao KAWAMURA and Akinori MORIMOTO

Recently in Japan, the government has worked to promote compact city policy aiming to reduce
maintenance cost for infrastructure. Besides, the necessity of coordination with agriculture, forestry and
fisheries is described in the City Planning Act. Therefore, it will be necessary to evaluate the effect of
shrinking cities on farmers’ daily lives in developing compact cities. Hence, this study will focus on
farmers’ residence and travel behavior, clarify the actual situation by analyzing person trip data, and ex-
amine how the aggregation of city functions will change farmers’ residence and travel behavior.

As the result, it was revealed that ordinary private trips tend to have their destinations in urban area,
despite the fact that most farmers live in rural area and own their farmland nearby. Thus, it was concluded
that the effect of aggregating city functions on the convenience of farmers’ trips will be small, and shrink-
ing cities will hardly be a factor for changing farmers’ residence.
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