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The Condition and Issues of Stations as the Life Community Bases

Daiki NAKAMURA, Takashi NAKAMURA

Railroad operators today are aggressively expanding the commercial facilities attached to stations (=Eki-
naka, station-shopping-center) in order to maintain number of customers and improve service. While this
is convenient to the users, consumption in the surrounding shopping districts decreases, leading to decline
in the area. Today as birthrates decline and society ages, causing a need for more facilities in life community

bases, it is essential for stations and shopping districts.

In this research, we organized the shops and services in station-shopping-centers to gain an understanding
of the impact on shopping districts while also conducting a questionnaire in each of the shopping districts.
The results showed that while although there seems to be a possibility that the presence of restaurants and
groceries in station-shopping-centers could potentially be causing fewer people to stop in shopping districts,
the shopping districts have not taken any specific measures. However, there are also areas where the station-
shopping-centers are fostering maintenance of the life community bases, so we will consider policies for

maintenance corresponding to each area.
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