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A CASE STUDY DEVELOPING A VILLAGE-HUB
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF TRANSPORTATION POLICY

Noriko FUKUI, Izumi YAMASAKI, Hideki ISHIHARA, Keiji OOTA,
Keishi TANIMOTO and Akimasa FUIIWARA

The new concept of village-hub has recently drawn attention as countermeasures towards revitalization
and sustainable development of rural villages located in depopulated mountainous regions. This study at-
tempts to investigate the effectiveness of transport services on the communication process between local
government and residents through a village-hub project. The project promotes public transport services
voluntarily operated by local residents to vitalize the community-based activities at the sub-center of vil-
lage-hub in Unami Area of Yasugi, Shimane. An empirical result obtained from interviews and panel sur-
veys implies that transport services can contribute to improving the network surrounding the village-hub.
And besides, it should play an important role as a driving force toward the redevelopment of village and
provide a trigger of self-support community.
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