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An Analysis on Food Desert and Withdrawal of Grocery Store Using GIS

: The Case of Eastern Area of Tottori Prefecture

Recently in Japan, areas called Food Deserts (FDs) where the purchase of perishables is difficult for the
residents are expanding, partly because of withdrawal and shutdowns of local stores due to depopulation
and increase of large-scale shopping centers. FDs cause health hazard such as the malnutrition of inhabit-
ants. The purpose of this study is to clarify the current status of FDs and retailers of Eastern area of Totto-
ri Prefecture .All cities and towns are designated as depopulated designation. By using GIS, FDs of the
area are visually presented. Additionally, possible withdrawal of current retailers are evaluated by using

past withdrawal data.
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