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A STUDY ON PRIORITIZED MEASURES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH IN
CONSIDERATION OF THEIR ACTIVITY CONCERNS

Machiko KINASHI

Neighborhood watch, which is organized group of citizens for crime prevention, has been recognized as
effective against the crime reduction, community formation, and reinforcement of cooperation with the
police. However, there are a lot of barriers to the continuing activity of neighborhood watch groups owing
to concerns about their activity. This paper aims to propose prioritized measures through constructing a
hierarchic structure of their concerns about the continuing activity by using questionnaire data. Through
the Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM), the study derived a directed graph and identified the following
three concerns as main barriers for their activity: a lack of members’ aggressiveness; a lack of knowledge;
and a lack of funding. Thus, planning countermeasures for the three barriers is essential for their continuing
activity on the ground that elimination of the barriers have the potential to reduce whole concerns.
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