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DECISION STRUCTURE FOR DISASTER CRISIS MANAGEMENT

Tsuyoshi HATORI, Katsumi SEKI and Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI

In the event of a critical situation caused by natural disaster, a decision maker engaged in crisis management needs to
select decision-guides which ardfdrent from those in ordinary situations. This study explores the meta-principles to
evaluate the validity of decision-guides for crisis management. Especially, it focuses on the roles of meta-deliberation
controlling various devates in the public sphere and presents a theoretical framework to ensure the legitimacy of chang-
ing decision-guides through meta-deliberation. On the basis of epistemology, it is claimed that normative standards
of epistemic justification for crisis management cannot be established in the setting of a single debate. Normative
principles to legitimize decision-guides adopted by decision makers under a critical situation are discussed.
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