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Do flood memories affect citizens’ disaster prevention abilities?
A case study of flood-prone Nishiyodogawa Ward in Osaka City

Kumiko TANIUCHI, Yushu TASHIRO, Itaru FUJIE, Nobuhiko MATSUMURA

In Japanese cities, the risk of disaster has been increasing. By listening to stories of experiences in past
disasters, citizens can perceive disaster prevention as an immediate issue and grasp their community’s
weaknesses. In this study, we analyzed the effect of listening to stories of experiencing past disasters on
anti-disaster consciousness and preparedness for disaster. Factor analysis was performed to grasp the

structure of awareness and efforts regarding disaster, and three factors “self-action,

LEINT3

mutual aid,” and

“consciousness of risk in the community” were extracted. As a result of two-way ANOVA, “having lis-
tened to past flood lore” affects the consciousness of mutual aid in the community, but does not affect
taking “action.” Thus, study results suggest that inserting information on past disasters in brochures is ef-
fective for raising consciousness of mutual aid in the community.
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