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Evolution of Airport Development in Japan: a spatial perspective

Takaaki KANI, Xi ZHAO and Hitoshi IEDA

This paper reviews and analyzes the development of Japan Civil Airport, from postwar to pre-
sent, focus on transition of locations and spatial distribution. Our findings indicate that the Japan
civil airport development could be divided into four periods: In the 1st period, the development
mainly focused on utilizing the prewar military airports. This paper exams the factors in selecting
the sites; In the 2nd period, the developments were mainly construction of new airports, new land
were secured; In the 3rd period, the developments focused on expansion and relocation of exist-
ing airports in order to cope with the jet aircrafts; In the 4th period, the focus was strengthen the
airports in metropolitan areas. This paper also discusses the flight network from prewar to postwar
periods in terms of its serving area, recovery time and seaplane services. This paper further pro-
vides a quantitative development level assessment of each regions using Normalized Develop-

ment Level Index.



