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AN ANALYSIS ON THE ROUTE CHOICE FOR ASIA-U.S. EAST COAST
CONTAINER TRANSPORT-INTERMODAL V.S. ALL WATER-

Takuma MATSUDA and Yasuhiro AKAKURA

In this study, we consider the competition between intermodal transport and all-water transport in the
Asia-U.S. east coast container trade. Intermodal transport is to use container transport and inland transport
for carrying cargo, usually unload at U.S. west coast port and trans-ship it on train or truck. On the other
hand, cargo is directly carried to U.S. east coast ports by vessels when we use the all-water transport.

The share of intermodal transport tends to be large for cargoes from Northeast Asia such as Japan and
South Korea. And we found that intermodal transport is likely to use for higher-valued items. However,
the share of intermodal transport decrease in recent years as congestion in west coast ports or disputes by
the labor union.

We suppose that shipping companies will continue to progress vessel upsizing to reflect the expansion
of the Panama Canal in 2016, but it is not clear whether the expansion let all-water cargo increase or not.



