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ANALYSIS ON ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY OF LNG SHIPPING via NORTHERN
SEA ROUTE AND COMPETITIVE SHIPPING ROUTES

Natsuhiko OTSUKA, Toru TAMURA and Masahiko FURUICHI

In this paper, LNG shipping cost using the Northern Sea Route(NSR) from Hammerfest to Japan con-
sidering icebreaker assistance based on ice condition is estimated. The result is compared to shipping cost
from Qatar LNG and U.S. Gulf Coast LNG. Shipping cost from Hammerfest via NSR becomes the same
level with the LNG from Qatar. It is found that if seaice becomes fewer, lead time becomes shorter, fuel
price becomes higher and Russian rouble becomes weaker, NSR gains its feasibility against Qatar LNG.



