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WHY, MANY SMALL AND ISOLATED MOUNTAINOUS AREAS HAVE BEEN
CHOSEN FOR HOUSING LAND DEVELOPMENT FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

Hajime INAMURA

Collective Relocations of houses for victims of East Japan Great Earthquake and following Tsunami have been carried out by
local governments. Although some large projects in plain field are going well, many small projects at steep coastal area are very
difficult in social and financial viewpoints. This paper discusses “Why, many small and isolated mountainous area have been
chosen for housing development for tsunami disaster victims”. Major findings are as follows: 1) Because central government
offered a general rules to locate a new residential area at the enough higher land comparing with an estimated water level of rarely
happen tsunami wave. 2) Most of affected residential area is designated as disaster vulnerability area and prohibited to build a new

house. 3) As a result, local governments are forced to find very wide land area for tsunami victims.



