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THE TRANSITION OF TYPOLOGIES IN GERMAN RAILWAY STATION LAYOUTS
FROM THE 19™ CENTURY TO THE FIRST HALF OF 20" CENTURY
-COMPARISON WITH FRENCH RAILWAY STAION-
Akihiko KANAI

In Germany, from the beginning of railway era in 19" century, terminal stations of metropolitan cities frequently applied the
sandwich layout (two sided) whose departure and arrival facilities were disposed in both sides of tracks, while in France, many
engineers and architects started to try the front layout (head type) and U-shaped layout. Thanks to the fact that the free entry sys-
tem allowing all passengers to access platforms after check in, the L-shaped layout, transition stage from the sandwich layout to
the front layout, began to appear in 1860, earlier than in France and the front layout concentrating all passenger flows in
frontside building, were applicated from the 1880’s.

Contrast to the fact that French metropolitain stations tended to apply the dead end layout, German central stations in metro-
politan cities in 1880’ tried to adapt the through type layout. Many of them were viaduct stations, some of which had inserted
dead end layout in the center of tracks, so called hybrid layout. We aim to analyse the excellent control of passengers and
bagages flows in German station layout and their variety and we clarify its historical transition, comparing with French railway
stations.

13



