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DISCREPANCY BETWEEN JAPAN AND CHINA TRADE STATISTICS
FOCUSING ON AIR CARGOES

Shogo SAKAMOTO and Masaaki FUSE

This paper aims to analyze discrepancies with trade statistics for air cargoes between Japan and China,
using the import and export data with both units of value and quantity unit in 2003-2005. To explore the
level of the discrepancy addressed here, the discrepancy rates were estimated by being divided imports by
exports. The discrepancy rate aggregated for commodity with value units remained around 1.3 for the
trade from Japan to China and around 1.9 for the opposite trade in three years. The more detailed analysis
indicates that the discrepancy rates range widely depending on types of unit and commodity. Furthermore,
the correlation of the discrepancy rates by unit type and of the discrepancy rate and the corresponding
trade size were examined to identify a factor to discrepancy issues.
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