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CONCEPT OF “DESIGN THEORY OF GROUND”

Yusuke KITA and Teruyuki MONNAI

Ground is a primary element which we live on and also an epitome of cities. In this study, we pursue
design process of ground by understanding ground as a painting. Then we try to propose the method of
designing ground and construct an urban design theory based on the ground analysis.

In this paper, we first showed a primary concept of “design theory of ground.” Secondly, we reviewed
design theory of road in the civil engineering field. Following that, we described ground around an urban
block of downtown Kyoto to concretely discuss design theory of ground. We found several problems of
design process of ground today, for example, inflexibility of physical borders, technology and boundaries
among various academic fields. It is important to design ground by transcending such borders and over-

looking whole design.
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