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37 Airports in 2005

24 airports in 2000
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ANAYSIS OF THE TRANSITION OF AIRPORTS OF ENTRY IN JAPAN

Kazuyuki TAKADA and Makoto FUJIU

Recently, inbound tourism has been encouraged by Japanese national policy. Moreover, international
air markets have been proactively set up by LCC and charter flights. Therefore, airports of entry for for-
eign visitors arriving in Japan have been diversified. Meanwhile, it is necessary to comprehend the visi-
tor’s attributes and the characteristics of visit in order to tie the inbound tourism to revitalization of the

surrounding region of the airport of entry.

Then, this study focused on the transition of airports of entry in Japan and also the relation between ge-
ographical location of airports of entry and the visitor’s attributes such as nationality. In this study, “Sta-
tistical Survey on Legal Migrants” published by the Ministry of Justice” was utilized since this statistics
can provide the information on visitor’s nationality for all airports of entry in Japan. As the results, it be-
came clear that the diversification of the airports of entry has recently progressed and that the nationality
of the foreign visitors greatly varied according to airport. It became clear that each airport make an origi-
nal market strategy in order to promote the inbound tourism surrounding the airport.



