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Community Planning and Identity

Tetsuo UNO, Hayeong JEONG ,Kakuya MATSUSHIMA and Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI

Community activities such as town meeting and community road cleaning play an important role in maintaining and
developing a region. Recently many marginal rural areas are facing with problems of aging and rapid depopulation,
furthermore, declining of community networks in maintaining community activities. How we can ensure the sustain-
ability of community activities in marginal areas? It is necessary to investigate the mechanism of sustaining community
activities. As a driving force, this study focuses on the interaction of community members considering not only physical
distance but also psychological and functional distance in terms of social ties. The aim of this paper is to analyze the
relationship between the choice behavior to participate in community activities and social ties among community mem-
bers by building a discrete-choice model based on spatial autoregressive structure. As an empirical study, the model is
applied to the case of Nichinan town, a representative marginal rural area in JAPAN. The model is estimated by using
Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) method and clarifies the influence of social capital of community. Finally, this
study discusses a policy implication to maintain and develop marginal rural areas.
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