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STUDY ON POSSIBILITY OF CREATING REVERSE LOGISTICS NETWORK
FOR THE PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES

Taiji KAWAKAMI, Satoshi WAKASUGI, Akira KOYAMA, Ichio MOTONO, Takatoshi ARAI

Pacific island countries (PICs) are generally small in size both in terms of land and poplulation, and industry is underdevel-
oped. Furthermore, PICs are located far from major markets, resulting in a self-contained market environment for PICs. Asa
consequence, imported cars and electrical appliances remain on the island,s often abandoned on open land or used as land-fill,
and this has become an environmental issue. To solve this issue, “reverse logistics”, in which recyclable waste goods are col-
lected and shipped to overseas markets, and the promotion of 3R (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle), are necessary. In this article,
based on field surveys and a review on the current situation of (1) collecting and processing recyclable waste goods such as car
and electrical appliances, (2) port condition, and (3) marine transportation in five PICs, namely Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu and
Tuvalu, the potential for creating a recycling industry and network through coordination amongst PICs has been explored. Al-
so hardware and software necessary to formulate PICs “reverse logistics” network has been examined.



