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ISSUES ON LONG-TERM AND WIDESPREAD EVACUEES BY THE
GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE AND FUKUSHIMA NUCLEAR
ACCIDENT

Yoko MATSUDA

Due to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear accident and the Great East Japan Earthquake,
approximately 56,000 (as of March 2013) or more people have still displaced from Fuku-
shima and nearby prefectures to all over Japan. This issue of the long-term and widespread

evacuation has lack of prospect.

The recovery process for these widespread evacuees should be designed differently from
other natural disasters, however, at a policy level, the national and Fukushima prefectural
government indicate only to “repatriate” them when get prepared.

Meanwhile, at private level, various voluntary and non-profit organizations start support
activities to weave the disrupted communities and families. Some of the evacuees organize
themselves in a self-help group and start small business in their new homeland.

In this paper, the author characterizes this issue of long-term evacuation, to compare it
from the cases of past natural disasters in Japan. Then it is pointed out that the structure
of the problem is similar to the international refugee problem. From these analyses, the pa-
per concludes that diverse support measures are required not merely repatriation support

or settlement support.



