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JAPAN’S FIRST SWITCHING CONSTRUCTION TO ROUNDABOUT
FROM SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION

Katsunori FUJIOKA, Norihiro IZUMI, Hiroshi SUKIGARA,
Mitsunori IDA and Hideki NAKAMURA

There are till many issues (problems) with signalized intersections, such as time delay, increasing en-
vironmental burden, occurrences of crossing collisions and traffic operations in case of power outage. In
many western countries, roundabouts have been positively introduced and reported the great effects. In
Japan, while the needs have been steadily growing, the development of roundabouts is still facing the
challenge regarding switching methods when reconstructing existing signalized intersections.This paper
reviews issues and their countermeasures about construction process and traffic lights removal, etc.
when switching an existing signalized intersection to a roundabout in Towa-cho, lida-shi, Na

gano Prefecturein February 2013.



