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STUDY ON DOMESTIC MIGRATION ALONG RAILWAY LINES
IN THE TOKYO METROPOLITAN AREA

Takayoshi TSUCHIYA, Naohiko HIBINO and Sigeru MORICHI

In the Tokyo metropolitan area population decrease is becoming a serious issue. In addition to popula-
tion decrease, the combination of the aging population with a diminishing number of children is becom-
ing a critical issue. It is said that aging reduces the total railway demand. On the other hand, changes in
population and age structure significantly vary by time and area. This study focuses on depopulating and
aged society and clarifies the time-space characteristics of population migration along railway lines. In
conclusion, this study makes it clear that there are similarities and differences about change of age struc-
ture between areas along railways and that in the area where the aging rate is high, the number of immi-
grants as well as emigrants is fewer. In addition, this trend is particularly evident with the increasing dis-
tance from Tokyo’s center. In considering the details of population dynamics as presented in this study,
additional strategic railway policy is necessary in the near future.



