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RESIDENTS’ PERCEPTION AND EVALUATION OF POWER CABLE
UNDERGROUDING IN CASE OF VARIOUS ROAD STRUCTURE

Hideaki OKADA, Naohiko HIBINO and Shigeru MORICHI

This study aims to analyze qualitative effects and willingness to pay of power cable undergrounding
projects, based on interview surveys to residents and storekeepers in their neighborhood. The study finds
that people in the all surveyed areas evaluate high on landscape improvement and disaster prevention.
Improvements of sidewalk width and pavement, usually undertaken with the undergrounding, influence
the evaluation of road beautification and walking easiness. Moreover, the willingness to pay is related to
walking easiness and frequency of road use with sidewalk width influencing relative evaluation of the un-
dergrounding. The study results are expected to contribute to developing better undergrounding projects
and charging systems of beneficiary residents.
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