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THE BASIC CONCEPT OF SPECIFIFYING PERFORMANCE
FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE CONTRACT AND ITS APPLICATION

Masanori NAGAHAMA

To reduce road maintenance cost, various schemes have been implemented abroad such as perfor-
mance specified maintenance contract(PSMC). If PSMC is to be effective, however, a wide range of
contractual and engineering issues need to be resolved. In particular, the way to specify performance is
of critical importance to avoid ambiguous and subjective interpretation. This paper first reviews PSMC
application to expressways in Japan, and then develops the basic concept of specifying performance,
taking into consideration the characteristics of road maintenance works. Based on this conceptual
framework, overseas cases of PSMC are analyzed.Finally, suggestions are made to improve perfor-
mance specifications with a view to expand the application of PSMC for expressways in Japan.
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