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HEAVY VEHICLE TRAFFIC FLOW CHANGES ON EXPRESSWAY S IN THE
TOKYO METROPOLITAN AND SURROUNDINGS CAUSED BY THE GREAT
EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE

Arata WADA, Hajime INAMURA, Shigeru MORICHI and Takashi OGUCHI

This paper summarizes the detailed heavy vehicle traffic flow on expressways for three months from March
11, 2011 of the Great East Japan Earthquake . Day by day changes of traffic, comparison with a historical data,
and analysis together with related statistics found the following results. Western route called Kan-etsudou
observed 20% increase of traffic by detour trip toward disaster region Tohoku during the first week. Major
express way lead to disaster area called Tohokudou recorded around always more than20% increase for three
months than the year 2010. One of the magjor reasons of this change is the usage of portsin Tokyo bay area for

freight transport instead of damaged ports in the Tohoku.

suffered quite limited changes of traffic.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Expressway network



