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DEMAND FOR INBOUND TOURISM IN PROVINCIAL REGIONS OF JAPAN
AND ANALYSIS OF THE HOSPITALITY SERVICE

Saujanya ACHARYA, Takeshi KURIHARA and Makoto ITOH

With the objective of analyzing the issues regarding inbound tourism in provincial areas of Japan, this
paper investigates the price diversification of the accommodations offered to the foreign tourists. Investi-
gation comprised of data analysis released by the Tourism Bureau of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism (MLIT). Eventually, provinces were classified according to their effectiveness in
in-bound tourist attraction. This research focused mainly on three prefectures: Hokkaido, Akita and Shi-

zuoka.

Hokkaido, a prefecture with a high number of inbound tourist, a had lower mean price but a higher
standard devietion — i.e. prices varied. On the other hand, accommodations in Akita and Shizuoka (both
with less number of inbound tourists) offered higher mean price with less variance.

In conclusion, the accommodations in the provincial areas lack in price diversification, which may not

satisfy the needs of the inbound tourists.



