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CURRENT STATE AND ISSUES OF LRT PROJECT IN HIROSHIMA CITY

Takayuki SONOBE

Hiroshima City having a population of 1,170,000 is a city in Japan with the most users of the streetcar.
The network of streetcars is 35.1km,55 million users took in 2009. There are fewer 55 million users more
than 5% than last year, and the level is only a standard 1980s. Because the rapid service between JR
Hiroshima Station and the center of city plans becoming it, an LRT new line plan surfaces every several
years from the late 1990s. But the shoppers drift from the center to the suburbs without still coming true.
The state support system for an LRT construction began in 1995 and expanded it year by year. The
introduction of the low floor vehicle advanced, but it is only Toyama City that it was able to start a
business newly. | suffer that many local governments cope with the policy U-turn of the country about
LRT. “Streetcar kingdom" Hiroshima City is no exception, too. Hiroshima Electric Railway Co.,Ltd.
announced the new line plan last year, but the movement of the City is dull.



